
Dear North Collins School Community: 

We recently received updated guidance from the Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) 
explaining what the District is expected to do when a student or staff member has COVID-19 
symptoms or a positive COVID-19 test.  The latest guidance can be found on the 
ECDOH website and a copy is attached for your review.  You may have heard or seen local news 
stories about this guidance being applied in local school districts that recently had a student or 
staff member test positive for COVID-19.  

There are implications with this new guidance, which I will clarify below.  As the guidance and 
recommendations are being adapted to constantly changing circumstances, we may receive 
additional updates or modifications from the ECDOH.  We will continue to keep you informed 
as we receive further information. 

The notable changes include the addition of language regarding exposure for “60 minutes or 
more.”  This means that a positive COVID-19 test from any student or teacher who has been 
with the class for 60 minutes or more, may require all students and teacher(s) in that class to 
quarantine for 14 days. We would not know for certain until after the ECDOH contact tracers 
investigate the circumstances and make a final determination.  We hope that our efforts to 
implement all CDC, SED and DOH health and safety recommendations, as well as our small 
class sizes, will be considered prior to making final quarantining decisions. 

We anticipate that this could have a significant impact on our learning model and scheduled days 
of in-person instruction if this should occur.  If a group of students and teachers are required to 
quarantine for 14 calendar days, instruction for the applicable group of students/teachers may 
shift to a distance learning model during the period of quarantine and isolation.  Specific details 
and schedules will be provided by the building principal as soon as possible after the DOH has 
made their determination.  We appreciate your anticipated cooperation and patience as we 
respond to these circumstances, if they arise.  

Our strong school-community partnership has been vital in successfully opening school, and will 
be even more important as we move forward.  We will continue to communicate changes to you 
as they come to us.  Please remember to continue to administer the health screening 
questionnaire each morning prior to your child leaving for school, and call our health office if 
your child has symptoms.  If your child or anyone in the household receives a positive test result, 
please call us immediately and we can assist. 

As a reminder of our protocols and notification process, I have also attached the template we will 
use should there be a positive case in one of our schools.  This will be emailed to you and posted 
on our website upon our being notified.  We will provide you all of the information that we 
legally can regarding any cases.  The ECDOH will be responsible for notifying individuals that 
are required to quarantine.    

We thank you again for your support and cooperation during these challenging times.  Please 
reach out to your building principal with any specific questions. 

https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/ECCOVID19SchoolGuidance.pdf


Sincerely, 

Scott Taylor 

Superintendent 

ECDOH Updated School Guidance  

SAMPLE COVID19 Parent Letter  

 

https://www2.erie.gov/health/sites/www2.erie.gov.health/files/uploads/pdfs/ECCOVID19SchoolGuidance.pdf
https://www.northcollins.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_272618/File/NCCSD%20Sample%20Confirmed%20COVID-19%20Letter%20Sept%202020.pdf



